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Volunteers of the Howell Alliance strive to build a
stronger community for a better tomorrow through
substance abuse prevention, education, and
awareness, with a focus on Howell’s youth.
IN THE NEWS

Howell Township disposed of 57 pounds of unwanted, unused
prescriptions on National Drug Take-Back Day April 29th.
Thanks to all who participated in keeping our community safe.
The Project Medicine Drop permanent box is available 24-7 in the Howell Police
Department's lobby for anonymous disposal.

Howell Police
Department
Launches
Anonymous
Citizen Tip Line
In May, the Howell Township Police
Department launched the “Howell
Police Anonymous Tip Line,” providing concerned citizens with the
means to simply, directly, and anonymously report suspicious
activity to the Howell Township police with a typed message
through the online P3 Intel tip reporting system, without tipsters
exposing their personal identities or information.
The Howell Township Police Department, the first agency
in New Jersey to implement P3 Tips, received 10 incoming
tips from Howell residents the first week after launching the
system, including suspicious activity concerns and drugArticle continued on page 2

Meet the
New Alliance
Coordinator,
Tracie Kritch
The Howell Township Municipal
Alliance welcomes new coordinator Tracie Kritch, a Howell
resident and licensed clinical
social worker with a master’s degree in social work. Kritch
started with the Alliance in April and looks forward to working
with the organization’s passionate volunteers. “I have already
had the privilege to meet many of the Alliance members, and
their dedication to fulfill the Alliance’s mission to prevent substance abuse is very apparent,” says Kritch. “I am excited to
be part of this great cause, with people who are committed,
skilled, and knowledgeable.”
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related reports. The Howell Police Anonymous Tip Line
encourages citizens to submit information on personal,
property, and drug crimes, as well as any other suspicious
activities.

Before her position as Alliance coordinator, Kritch’s
background includes social work, substance abuse early
intervention, and substance abuse treatment for persons
with co-occurring disorders. Kritch has had experience
working with diverse age populations, from adolescents to
seniors, in a variety of healthcare and educational settings,
which will serve her well in her capacity as Alliance
coordinator. “With my position, I hope to create new
avenues and outlets to stimulate youth engagement, so that
they have better options than using drugs and alcohol to
mask or cope with their issues,” informs Kritch. “I am also
dedicated to addressing the needs of the senior community
when it comes to prescription drug misuse and prescription
drug take-back initiatives.”

“The Howell Township Police Department values
community input and collaboration with township
residents,” says Police Chief Andrew Kudrick, Jr. “We
want citizens to feel comfortable with reporting what they
see, without fearing identification or retaliation. The
anonymous P3 tip reporting system encourages citizens
to actively participate in keeping our community safe and
enhances our service to the community through the
implementation of the latest technology.”
The P3 anonymous reporting solution allows for direct,
two-way dialogue between police and tipsters and has
features such as push notifications and real-time chat to
keep information exchanges up-to-date. P3 Tips is not for
emergency situations, which should still be called directly
into 9-1-1.
Initially, P3 Tips users must complete a brief, anonymous
registration at www.p3tips.com in order to use the system;
from then on, users simply log into P3 Tips via phone,
tablet, or computer to report their concerns. There is also
a user-friendly P3 Tips application available for Android
(Google Play) and Apple (App Store) mobile devices.
The P3 Intel system was developed by Kevin Anderson,
owner and CEO of Anderson Software, L.L.C. “I
recognized a real need for automated tip acquisition and
management while serving on my local Crime Stoppers
board back in 1997,” shares Anderson. As the owner of a
software company, Anderson developed his first tip-taking
product in 1998, which became the world-standard in tiptaking technology and eventually led to the creation of
Anderson Software’s newest product in 2015, the P3
anonymous tip reporting solution and management
software. Today, more than 1,000 law enforcement
agencies and 3,500 schools receive tips via the P3 Intel
system.
A local business owner who wishes to remain anonymous
initiated P3 Tips in Howell, researching the program and
completing online training in order to assist the police
department with implementation.
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Kritch looks forward to collaborating with Howell Township
organizations, residents, businesses, and schools to
implement effective substance abuse, underage drinking,
and tobacco use prevention programs. She will also strive
to ensure prevention programs are aimed at what the youth
themselves identify as necessary. As Kritch says, “I feel very
strongly that their voice is of the utmost importance. One of
the drivers for my passion for effective programming is the
suicide statistics. Suicide is listed as the second leading
cause of death among adolescents ages 15 to 19. In my
mind, this is an issue that needs to be addressed through
our prevention programs. I often wonder what it would take
and what we can do to lower that statistic.”
Early into her new position, Kritch has already started to
analyze Alliance programs currently in use to gain an
understanding of their intended outcomes and assess their
effectiveness in light of the Alliance’s mission. She also
plans to research and implement new Alliance-sponsored
programs in the schools and community to further promote
substance abuse prevention throughout Howell.
Kritch lives in southern Howell with her husband and their
two children, who attend Howell Township schools: “Having
my own school-aged children and residing in Howell are
beneficial for me in this position when it comes to
understanding our youth and the specific needs of our
community.”

School Resource Officer Kevin Steinard
Promotes Teen Safety at Howell High School
The National Association of School
Resource Officers (NASRO) estimates
that approximately 20,000 school
resource officers (SROs) are in service
nationwide, fulfilling their role to
maintain safe school environments,
provide valuable resources to school
staff, foster positive relationships and
on-going communication with students,
strategically resolve youth-impacting
issues, and protect the welfare of
students.

always wanted to ask an officer, but never
had the chance,’ which are prepared by
students in advance,” explains Corporal
Steinard.
During a typical work day at the high
school, Steinard visits classrooms to
present programs targeted at keeping
youth safe and proactively educate youth
about potential dangers they may face;
handles student motor vehicle incidents
that occur on school property or nearby;
assists gym teachers with driver’s
education classes; collaborates with
school administrators to address situations
involving student behaviors; helps
implement state-mandated emergency
drills; and provides school security.

At Howell High School, Howell
Township Police Department’s Corporal
Kevin Steinard serves as a dynamic
and dedicated SRO, working closely
with the high school’s guidance
department, health and family life teachers, Principal
Jeremy Braverman, and Student Assistance Counselor
(SAC) Camille Mussari, as well as Freehold Regional High
School District’s school security officers.

“What I do outside of the classroom is just as important as
what I do inside it. I also attend school functions like class
trips, proms, orientations, and back-to-school nights,”
informs Corporal Steinard. “I help run Howell PAL’s Youth
Leadership program, serve as a Howell PAL advisor and
trip chaperone, and provide security for the high school’s
Relay for Life. In my free time, I attend football games,
wrestling matches, school musicals, and other
extracurricular events so the students see my commitment
to their well-being and interest in them as people and
community members.”

“I am a liaison between the high school administration and
the Howell Police Department,” shares Corporal Steinard,
“I also present educational programs to the students in a
classroom setting, which allows the students to become
more comfortable with me as a police officer. Most
importantly, I work to build positive relationships between
law enforcement and Howell High School students.”
Steinard joined the Howell Police Department in 1990, and
after 12 years as a patrolman, applied for the Community
Services Division in 2002. In this division, Steinard has
participated in several initiatives, such as the Child ID
Program, canine demonstrations, and officer training for
school programs. In addition to the high school, he has
fulfilled assignments in the Howell Township Public School
District for the elementary and middle schools, including
Land O’ Pines, Taunton, Newbury, Ramtown, Adelphia,
and Middle School South.

Beyond his role as SRO, Corporal Steinard enjoys
spending time with his wife, three children and their
spouses, and three grandchildren. He played an
instrumental role in establishing the Child ID Program in
Howell Township, wherein personalized identification
cards with fingerprints are created for youth to help with
law enforcement search efforts should a child go missing.
Corporal Steinard remains very active in the Howell
community through organizations such as the 180 Turning
Lives Around Domestic Violence Team, Howell Township
Municipal Alliance, and Howell Police Department
internship program. He also serves on the Howell Police
Department’s Honor Guard and participates in the annual
Police Unity Tour fundraiser. Corporal Steinard strives to
be a role model for local youth.

“At a school as large as Howell High School, each day
proves to be unique and interesting. My favorite part of
being an SRO is interacting with the students one-on-one
in small-group settings. I especially enjoy the question and
answer sessions, where I respond to, ‘Questions you
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Thank you to our Alliance sponsors. All proceeds from sponsorships go toward
community-based prevention, education, and awareness programs and initiatives.
Together, we can build a stronger community for a better tomorrow.
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Support YOUR COMMUNITY
and advertise in
Prevention Press!
$125 per issue
(minimum of a 3-issue
commitment - $375 total)
Save $50 with a
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(only $700)

Prevention Press includes articles about current and
upcoming events, township accomplishments and activities,
and the latest information about prevention and awareness programs.

Quarter Size
Ad Specs
Quarter Size:
3.875” Wide x 3.75” High
Artwork:
High Resolution (300 dpi)
JPG or PDF

For questions and
availability, contact:
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732-938-4500 ext. 4012
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linda@littlehat.marketing

Page 4

Thank you to our Alliance sponsors. All proceeds from sponsorships go toward
community-based prevention, education, and awareness programs and initiatives.
Together, we can build a stronger community for a better tomorrow.

PREVENTIONPRESS
Printed by the Howell Municipal Alliance
The Howell Alliance: Building a
stronger community for a better
tomorrow through prevention,
education, and awareness.
Prevention Press is published quarterly in print
(250 to 1,000 copies) and distributed electronically
(distribution: 25,000).

For questions and availability, contact:
Howell Township Alliance Coordinator
732-938-4500 ext. 4012
Artwork should be sent to linda@littlehat.marketing
Quarter page: 3.875” Wide x 3.75” High
Artwork: high resolution JPG or PDF

Support YOUR COMMUNITY
and advertise in Prevention Press!
Prevention Press includes articles about current and upcoming events,
township accomplishments and activities, and the latest information
about prevention and awareness programs.

4007 Rt. 9 North • Aldrich Plaza
(next to Walgreens)
732-363-5858
www.bigcitybagelsandsalads.com
Page 5

Youth Hospitalizations for Suicidal Thoughts & Self-Harming
Behaviors Show Sharp Increase, Data Reveals
Data presented at the 2017 Pediatric Academic Societies
Meeting on May 7th revealed that the number of youth
hospitalizations for suicidal thoughts or self-harming actions
more than doubled between 2008 and 2015: In 2008, 0.67
patients ages 5 to 17 were hospitalized for suicidal thoughts or
self-harming behavior; in 2015, the percentage grew to 1.79
percent.
Between 2008 and 2015, there were 118,363 total suicidal or
self-harming instances; 50.4% involved 15- to 17-year-olds;
36.9% involved 12- to 14-year-olds; and 12.7% involved 5- to
11-year-olds. The greatest number of incidents occurred at the
onset and end of school years, with a dip in numbers during
summers. Gregory Plemmons, an associate professor of
pediatrics at Vanderbilt’s Children’s Hospital, headed the study
that included data from 32 children’s hospitals nationwide.

The study did not address suicide risk factors, such as family
history, depression, anxiety, stress, mental illness, substance
abuse, bullying, victimization, violence, low self-esteem,
family instability, school pressure, situational crises, death of
a family member or friend, social isolation, relationship
issues, sexual orientation, and gender identity.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
suicide was the second leading cause of death among 10- to
14-year-olds and 15- to 24-year-olds in 2014; see graph:
https://tinyurl.com/lp5o4rl.
For information on suicide prevention, contact the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or online at
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ for 24/7, free, and
confidential support for people in distress. The organization
also provides suicide prevention and crisis resources.

Thank you to our sponsors, who make
this newsletter possible.

Howell Police Anonymous
Community Tip Line Available 24/7:
Report suspicious activity at www.p3tips.com
or download the P3 Tips app today!

Community Substance Abuse Assistance:
Howell Municipal Alliance: 732-938-4500 ext. 4012
Howell Police: 732-938-4575 ext. 2237
CFC Loud N Clear Foundation: 732-803-0518; www.healingus.org
Monmouth County prevention and treatment resources list:
www.twp.howell.nj.us/DocumentCenter/View/1412

For more information and volunteer
opportunities visit: www.twp.howell.nj.us
click on Departments, then Municipal Alliance.

It Will Take a Community
www.howelltv.org/HTalliance/HFA_2015.mp4
Our latest PSA
Empty your medicine cabinet and save a
life! Drop unwanted prescriptions in the
Project Medicine Drop box at the Howell
Police Department. Anonymous
and available 24-7.

The mission of the
Howell Alliance is to collaborate
with residents, schools, town
government, police, businesses, and
other local organizations to prevent
drug addiction, underage drinking,
and tobacco use through promoting
public awareness, education,
outreach resources, life skills, and
positive choices.

For information, visit: www.twp.howell.nj.us click
on Departments, then Municipal Alliance, or call
732-938-4500 ext. 4012. Volunteers are welcome!”
The Howell Township Municipal Alliance does not endorse and is not
responsible for any resources referred or the services these resources
provide. This publication is for informational purposes only.

www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/meddrop/

Educate yourself about substance abuse on the go!
Get the “Partnership for Drug-Free Kids’ Drug Guide
for Parents” app in your Apple or Android device!

(Newsletter writing by Christa Riddle of All About Writing and production by Linda Coppolino of Little Hat Marketing & Design.)
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